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•Sec. 455 (c) WRDA ’99: “…the 
Secretary…shall submit to Congress a 
report detailing the economic benefits of 
recreational boating in the Great Lakes 
basin, particularly at harbors benefiting 
from operation and maintenance projects 
of the Corps of Engineers.”
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• Objective: Support federal interest in 
maintenance of recreational harbors

• Methodology: Use of National Boater 
Panel to generate unprecedented data on 
boater spending levels and patterns
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Most popular type: 16’ to 24’ fiberglass runabout
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Number of Boats by Great Lakes State in 2003
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Economic impact from marinas: Case study

Tower Marine, Saugatuck-Douglas, Michigan
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• At the marina studied, 395 boats renting slips 
spent $2.85 million on annual craft expenses and 
another $2.85 million on boating trips in 2004.
• Direct economic impacts of trip spending was 
$1.8 million in sales, $661,00 in wages and 
salaries and $952,000 in value added, supporting 
37 jobs.
• Annual craft expenses directly supported an 
additional 44 jobs from $2.6 million in direct 
sales, $834.000 in wages and salaries and $1.5 
million in value added. 

Economic impact from marinas: Case study
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• There were 110,000 boats kept at Great Lakes 
marinas in 2003, the majority in Michigan and 
Ohio. These boats spent $665 million on trip-
related expenses and $529 million on craft-
related items.

Economic impact from marinas
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• Residents of Great Lakes states represent 
almost a quarter (23.6 percent) of the 2003 
nationwide purchases of new power boats, 
outboard motors, trailers and accessories.
• Retail boat sales in Great Lakes states in 2003 
totaled $2.025 billion.
• It is estimated that 182,700 watercraft were 
manufactured in 2003 by the 250 manufacturers 
with headquarters in Great Lakes States and that 
watercraft manufacturers in the Great Lakes 
states employ 18,500 persons. 

Manufacturing and sales of rec boats
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• Charter captains in the Great Lakes spend an 
average of $10,568 annually on operating 
expenses for a total of $20.72 million.
• The direct and secondary impacts of  charter 
fishing on Great Lakes communities is 
approximately $61 million in sales, $25 million in 
salaries and wages and $37 million in value 
added. 
• The total employment impact of charter fishing 
in Great Lakes states is 1, 266 jobs. 

Charter boat fishing impact
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• An average Great Lakes boat owner spends 
about $3,600 per year on their boat including 
$1,400 on craft-related expenses (e.g., 
equipment, repairs, insurance, slip fees) and 
$2,200 on boating trips (e.g., gas and oil, food, 
lodging) involving an average of 23 boat days.
• The greatest trip expenses are for boat fuel 
(22%), restaurants and bars (17%) and groceries 
(14%); The majority of annual craft expenses are 
for equipment (39%), maintenance and repair 
(29%) and insurance (14%).

Recreational boater spending
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• Registered watercraft in Great Lakes states 
spent almost $10 billion on boating trips in 2003 
and $5.7 billion on craft expenses for a total of 
almost $16 billion.

Recreational boater spending
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• Direct economic impact of registered boats on 
Great Lakes states’ economies include almost 
$11.5 billion annually in sales, $4 billion in 
personal income and $6.4 billion in value added, 
for a total of over $22 billion.

Recreational boater spending
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Total economic impact on state economies
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• At 50 recreational harbors in Detroit and Buffalo 
districts, there was an estimated 750,000 cubic 
yards of material to be dredged in FY ’05 for 
which funding was not available.

• The cost: $7.6 million.

Recreational boater spending
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